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Introducing a new editor
A letter from the faculty advisor

A

Susan Isaacs Nisbett

2

lthough I have been faculty advisor of Law Quadrangle Notes for 25 years, I
have little to do with the actual publication of the magazine. I have been able to
leave almost all the work for the various talented editors we have been blessed
with over the years. But this is one of those occasions when I do think I should say a
word or two.
Last fall, Bonnie Brereton, editor of Law Quadrangle Notes since 1985, left her
position at the Law School to accept a Fulbright Fellowship for study in Thailand.
During her tenure as editor, Bonnie constantly strove to improve the publication and
made important contributions to it. I enjoyed working with her and wish her well in
her new adventures.
As the School contemplated making a new appointment, a decision was reached
to expand the job's responsibilities to encompass those of public information officer.
A search was conducted, and Susan Isaacs Nisbett joined the Law School staff as both
editor of the magazine and director of media relations.
Educated at Broo~lyn College (B .A. '68) and Yale University (M.Phil., French,
'71), Susan has worked as a newspaper and magazine journalist for the last 15 years including two, from 1983 to 1985, as editor of Law Quadrangle Notes. She comes back
to the Law School having spent the previous five years as assistant editor and then
editor of the feature section of the Ann Arbor News. During her tenure, the section won
two prestigious Penney-Missouri awards and other editing and writing awards from
the Associated Press and the Michigan Press Association.
In addition to writing extensively for the feature section of the Ann Arbor News
before joining its desk staff, Susan worked in the late '70s and early '80s as a staff
writer for the Ann Arbor Observer, a monthly city magazine. As a freelancer, her
feature pieces have appeared in the New York Times, the San Francisco Chronicle,
the Milwaukee Journal and the Miami Herald.
Susan is a great addition to our administrative staff. I am sure that Dean Lee
Bollinger spoke for the entire faculty when he recently observed: "Both the magazine
and the job of media liaison are vital to the school. We are extremely pleased to have
Susan back with us again."
Susan is equally delighted to be back at the School.
"Although I'm not a lawyer," she says, "I have a deep belief in the centrality of law
to our lives, and in the centrality of this Law School to legal scholarship and practice.
Dean Bollinger's invitation to rejoin the School's staff has offered me a chance to return to the pleasures of non-deadline journalism, as well as to put to work - both in
LQN and as the School's media liaison - the things I've learned in my years inside the
newspaper industry. I look forward to working with the Law School community to
make the magazine as interesting and informative as possible."
I am confident that Susan will go a long way toward achieving her goal.

